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Argument to the Governing Body: 
Pupil is a looked-after child or a previously looked-after child


Relevant guidance, documents and legislation: 
· Suspension and permanent exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units in England, including pupil movement
· Promoting the education of looked-after and previously looked-after children
· The designated teacher for looked after and previously looked-after children
· Children Act 1989: care planning, placement and case review

Relevant excerpts:
· “For children with a social worker, education is an important protective factor, providing a safe space for children to receive support, be visible to professionals and realise their potential. When children are not in school, they miss the protection and opportunities it can provide, and become more vulnerable to harm. Headteachers should balance this important reality with the need to ensure calm and safe environments for all pupils and staff, so should devise strategies that take both of these aspects into account.”
Paragraph 58: Suspension and permanent exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units in England, including pupil movement
· “Where a looked-after child (LAC) is likely to be subject to a suspension or permanent exclusion, the Designated Teacher (DT) should contact the local authority’s VSH as soon as possible. The VSH, working with the DT and others, should consider what additional assessment and support need to be put in place to help the school address the factors affecting the child’s behaviour and reduce the need for suspension or permanent exclusion. Where relevant, the school should also engage with a child’s social worker, foster carers, or children’s home workers.”
Paragraph 60: Suspension and permanent exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units in England, including pupil movement
· “All looked-after children should have a Personal Education Plan (PEP) which is part of the child’s care plan or detention placement plan. 40 This should be reviewed every term and any concerns about the pupil's behaviour should be recorded, as well as how the pupil is being supported to improve their behaviour and reduce the likelihood of exclusion.”
Paragraph 61: Suspension and permanent exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units in England, including pupil movement
· “Where previously looked-after children face the risk of being suspended or permanently excluded, the school should engage with the child’s parents and the school’s DT. The school may also seek the advice of the VSH on strategies to support the pupil.”
Paragraph 62: Suspension and permanent exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units in England, including pupil movement
· “The past experiences of looked after and previously looked after children can impact on their behaviour. It is important remember this when considering how best to support the child or young person with their learning and the design and application of school’s behaviour policies. Local authorities and schools must have regard to the Department’s statutory guidance ‘Exclusions from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units in England’. In line with that guidance, head teachers should, as far as possible, avoid excluding any looked-after child.”
Paragraph 68: Promoting the education of looked-after and previously looked-after children
· “Where a school has concerns about a looked-after child’s behaviour, the VSH should be informed at the earliest opportunity so they can help the school decide how to support the child to improve their behaviour and avoid exclusion being necessary.”
Paragraph 69: Promoting the education of looked-after and previously looked-after children
· “Where a school has concerns about the behaviour of a previously looked-after child which could result in the child being excluded from school, the child’s parents or the school’s designated teacher, following discussions with the child’s parents, may seek the advice of the VSH on strategies to support the child to avoid exclusion.”
Paragraph 71: Promoting the education of looked-after and previously looked-after children
· “When a child leaves care, their past experiences may continue to impact on their behaviour. As with looked-after children, the school should look to support the child to improve their behaviour to avoid exclusion becoming necessary.”
Paragraph 79: The designated teacher for looked after and previously looked-after children

Suggested wording
(This suggested wording is a guide. You might need to make amendments to fit the individual circumstances of the pupil in question. You can also make reference to the above excerpts to strengthen your argument). 
{name of young person} is {a looked‑after child / a previously looked‑after child}. Looked‑after children and previously looked‑after children are among the most vulnerable groups in society. As such, the governors must be satisfied that the circumstances surrounding this exclusion are truly exceptional to warrant the permanent exclusion of such a vulnerable young person.
We submit that the school has failed to consider the fact that {name of young person} is {Choose an item}. This omission is a serious failing, given the heightened duty of care owed to children in this category.
We therefore urge the governors to readmit {name of young person} with immediate effect.


This information is correct at the time of writing, 23 September 2025
The law in this area is subject to change. Coram Children’s Legal Centre cannot be held responsible if changes to the law outdate this publication. Individuals may print or photocopy information in CCLC publications for their personal use.
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